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WHY CHINESE
SUSTAINABILITY?
F I R S D  T E A  &  T R A N S W O R L D  C O N T R I B U T E
T O  A  C H A I N  O F  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  T H A T
E X T E N D S  F R O M  F A R M S  A N D  F A C I L I T I E S
T O  T H E  B R A N D S  T H A T  C O N S U M E R S
K N O W  A N D  T R U S T

Sustainabi l i ty Is :

-  Ethical ly  r ight .  
I t  is  the r ight approach for
our Earth and future
generat ions

- Good economics.
Sustainable tea continues
to be an economic dr iver
for mi l l ions l iv ing in
poverty in China

- Smart business.  
Consumers seek and trust
brands committed to
sustainabi l i ty

Consumers Seek
Sustainabi l i ty

The future of
sustainabi l i ty begins with
today’s  consumer:

-  A r is ing t ide of  North
American consumers are in
the process of  f inding
ways to embrace
sustainabi l i ty :

-  They are looking to
change their  consumption
habits  to reduce their
impact on the environment

- Many are wi l l ing to pay
more for products with
environmental ly  fr iendly
ingredients.

Firsd Tea and Transworld  part ic ipate in the sustainabi l i ty
work of  the Rainforest  Al l iance,  FLOCERT (Fairtrade
Internat ional ,  and Fair  Trade USA through our shared
commitments to Chinese tea.
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OUR FARMS AND FACILITIES
T E A  F A R M S ,  P R I M A R Y  A N D  S E C O N D A R Y  P R O C E S S I N G
F A C I L I T I E S

+ 2 , 0 0 0  W O R K E R S

+ 1 2 , 0 0 0  H A  U N D E R

C U L T I V A T I O N

+ 1 5 , 0 0 0  M T  O F  P R O D U C T I O N

C A P A C I T Y

T H E S E  L O C A T I O N S  A C C O U N T
F O R :

O u r  n e t w o r k  o f  f a r m s  a n d
p r o c e s s i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  s p a n s  a c r o s s
t h e  c o u n t r y ,  f r o m  Z h e j i a n g
P r o v i n c e  i n  t h e  e a s t  t o  Y u n n a n
P r o v i n c e  i n  t h e  w e s t .  T h e s e
l o c a t i o n s  p a r t i c i p a t e  t o  v a r i o u s
d e g r e e s  i n  R a i n f o r e s t  A l l i a n c e ,
F L O C E R T  ( F a i r t r a d e
I n t e r n a t i o n a l ) ,  E t h i c a l  T e a
P a r t n e r s h i p  ( E T P )  a n d  F a i r  T r a d e
U S A  p r o g r a m s ,  w h i l e  c o m p l y i n g
w i t h  t r a c e a b i l i t y  s t a n d a r d s .
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SUSTAINABILITY WITH
FIRSD TEA AND
TRANSWORLD

FIRSD TEA AND TRANSWORLD
OF CHINA HAVE DISPLAYED
AN ENDURING HISTORY OF
CONTRIBUTIONS TO
SUSTAINABILITY PROJECTS

Transworld became China's  f i rst  USDA
cert if ied organic tea producer in 1989,
and continues to maintain those high
standards to this  day,  including
compliance with EU and USDA food
safety regulat ions

OUR CHINA
SUSTAINABILITY
INITIATIVES

Many of Transworld 's  farms and faci l i t ies

have benefited from the work of  the

Rainforest  Al l iance and Fair  Trade

organizat ions.  Below are a few of the

specif ic  locat ions where successful

sustainabi l i ty in it iat ives are happening:
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WUYI JIULONG MOUNTAIN
TEA BASE
R A I N F O R E S T  C E R T I F I E D  C H I N E S E  T E A  F A R M

R A I N F O R E S T  C E R T I F I E D  W U Y I
J I U L O N G  M O U N T A I N  T E A
B A S E  B E N E F I T S  F R O M  B E T T E R
P E S T I C I D E  M A N A G E M E N T
P R A C T I C E S

W u y i  J i u l o n g  M o u n t a i n  T e a  B a s e
i s  o n e  o f  T r a n s w o r l d ' s  s e v e r a l
R a i n f o r e s t  c e r t i f i e d  t e a  f a r m s .  I t
h a s  t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  p r o d u c e  o v e r
1 . 2  m i l l i o n  k i l o g r a m s  o f  t e a .
W o r k i n g  u n d e r  R a i n f o r e s t
A l l i a n c e ' s  g u i d e l i n e s ,  J i u l o n g
e n h a n c e d  t h e i r  s u s t a i n a b l e
a g r i c u l t u r e  p r a c t i c e s  a n d
p e s t i c i d e  m a n a g e m e n t .  T h e
p r o g r a m s  i n c l u d e d  p r o p e r  u s e  o f
p e r s o n a l  p r o t e c t i o n  e q u i p m e n t
( P P E ) ,  a n d  r e s p o n s i b l e
a g r o c h e m i c a l  u s a g e .

0 4



05

SUSTAINABILITY -
ENVIRONMENT

R E D U C E D  P E S T I C I D E  A P P L I C A T I O N
P R O T E C T I O N  O F  T H E  E C O S Y S T E M
I M P R O V E D  F A R M E R  I N C O M E S

I M P A C T

The dr ive toward more sustainable Chinese tea has led to
further research into reducing pest ic ide use whi le a lso
improving farmer incomes.  Under the direct ion of Dr.
Chen Zongmao,  prominent tea research scientist ,  a  team
from The Tea Research Inst itute and Transworld have
init iated a study that includes the use of  more eco-
fr iendly bug traps.  This  project  looks at  the effects of
these traps as related to reduced pest ic ide usage and
improving yields.
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SUSTAINABILITY -  PEOPLE
P R O M O T I N G  P E O P L E  &  P L A N E T  T H R O U G H  P O V E R T Y  A L L E V I A T I O N

H U A N G D U  V I L L A G E  &
T R A N S W O R L D  B R I N G
S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y ,  P O V E R T Y
A L L E V I A T I O N  T O  O V E R
6 , 6 0 0  P E O P L E

I n  A p r i l  2 0 1 8 ,  H u a n g d u  V i l l a g e  o f  A n j i
C o u n t y  ( A n h u i  P r o v i n c e )  c o o r d i n a t e d
w i t h  T r a n s w o r l d / Z h e j i a n g  T e a  G r o u p
t o  d o n a t e  1 5  m i l l i o n  g r e e n  t e a
s e e d l i n g s  t o  p o v e r t y  s t r i c k e n  a r e a s .
R e c i p i e n t s  i n c l u d e d  3 4  v i l l a g e s  a c r o s s
H u n a n ,  S i c h u a n ,  a n d  G u i z h o u
P r o v i n c e s .  T h e  d o n a t i o n  o f  t e a
s e e d l i n g s  a n d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t e a
f a r m s  a i m s  t o  f u r t h e r  t h e
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  g o a l s  o f :

I n c r e a s i n g  i n c o m e s  o f  v i l l a g e r s
P o v e r t y  a l l e v i a t i o n  f o r  1 , 8 0 0
h o u s e h o l d s
D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  f a r m s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s
i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  s o i l  a n d  w a t e r
c o n s e r v a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s
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2018 :  The f irst  donated tea seeds from Anj i  are del ivered.  The Pu’an
County Project is  launched.

2019 :  "White Leaf No.  1" tea seedl ings take root and start  to sprout
successively in three provinces and four counties.

2020 :  The f irst  batch of "White Leaf No.  1" new tea harvested,  covering
2,000 acres in Pu'an County and benefitt ing 2,577 local  impoverished
households through land transfer ,  labor,  and dividend-sharing.

The f irst  phase of a 13,000-square-meter factory bui lding in Pu'an is
off ic ia l ly  opened.

2022 :  The "White Leaf No.  1" tea donated to the three provinces is  y ie lded
6,000 -  8,000 kg for the year .

Over 6,600 local  impoverished individuals  l i f ted out of  poverty.  Al l  37
impoverished vi l lages donation recipients have achieved poverty
al leviat ion.

SUSTAINABILITY -  PEOPLE
T I M E L I N E  O F  T H E  " W H I T E  L E A F "  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  P R O J E C T
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ANTI-SLAVERY AND HUMAN TRAFFICKING STATEMENT

SUSTAINABILITY -  PEOPLE
S T A T E M E N T  O N  A N T I - S L A V E R Y  A N D  H U M A N  T R A F F I C K I N G

Firsd Tea commits to ensuring that s lavery and human traff icking are not
taking place in our businesses or  supply chains.  Al l  i tems are sourced
ethical ly .  

Recent news reports have raised concerns regarding the social  welfare of
the peoples of  the Xinj iang Autonomous Region.  In the spir it  of
transparency,  Firsd Tea does not own or operate tea farms or faci l i t ies in
Xinj iang,  and does not engage in labor practices that involve s lave labor or
human traff icking.

Transworld tea farms and faci l i ty locations in relat ion to Xinj iang Autonomous Region



SUSTAINABILITY -  RESEARCH
I n  2 0 2 1 ,  F i r s d  T e a  l a u n c h e d  t h e  f i r s t - o f -
i t s - k i n d  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  p e r s p e c t i v e s  s u r v e y
t o  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w i t h i n  t e a
a n d  r e l a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  p e r c e i v e d
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y .  W e  d i s c o v e r e d
o v e r w h e l m i n g  a p p r e h e n s i o n  a b o u t  t h e  r i s k
o f  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  o n  o p e r a t i o n s ,  c a u t i o u s
h o p e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  a n d  a n  u n d e r -
p r i o r i t i z a t i o n  o f  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  w h e n
s e l e c t i n g  t e a s  t o  o f f e r  c o n s u m e r s .

F o l l o w i n g  u p  o n  o u r  i n i t i a l  r e s e a r c h ,  F i r s d  T e a  a g a i n  p a r t n e r e d  w i t h  T e a  &
C o f f e e  T r a d e  J o u r n a l  t o  s u r v e y  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  t e a  a n d  r e l a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  t o
u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  t h e y  c u r r e n t l y  v i e w  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  e f f o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  s e c t o r
a n d  t h e i r  o u t l o o k s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  T h i s  r e p o r t  p i c k s  u p  o n  o u r  l a s t  o n e  t o
e x p l o r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t o p i c s  i n  d e p t h :
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75%

How worried are you about climate
change's effects on your business
operations?

Worried Not Worried

P r o g r e s s  o n  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  f a c t o r s :  M o s t  r e s p o n d e n t s  i n  2 0 2 3  v i e w e d  t e a  a s
p e r f o r m i n g  v e r y  w e l l  o r  s o m e w h a t  w e l l  r e g a r d i n g  r e d u c i n g  i t s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
i m p a c t ,  w o r k e r s '  r i g h t s ,  g e n d e r  e q u i t y ,  a n d  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  l i v e l i h o o d  o f
s m a l l h o l d e r  f a r m e r s  w h e n  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  c o f f e e  a n d  c o c o a  s e c t o r s .

V i e w  t h e  2 0 2 3  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  P E R S P E C T I V E S  R E P O R T  H E R E

W o r r i e ﻿s  a b o u t  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e :  M o s t  s u r v e y - t a k e r s  r e m a i n  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  t h e
e f f e c t s  o f  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  o n  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  o p e r a t i o n s .  T e a  i s  s t i l l
c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  m o s t  s e n s i t i v e  i n d u s t r y  t o  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  b y
m o s t  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  t e a  a n d  r e l a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s .  

O r g a n i c  c e r t i f i c a t i o n :  M o s t  r e s p o n d e n t s  s t i l l  a g r e e  O r g a n i c  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  i s
t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  s t a n d a r d  t o  c o n s u m e r s .  H o w e v e r ,  s u r v e y - t a k e r s  n o w
r e p o r t  N o n - G M O  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  a s  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t o  c o n s u m e r s  t h a n  F a i r
T r a d e .

C u r r e n t  s t a t e  a n d  t h e  f u t u r e :  M o s t  r e s p o n d e n t s  i n  t e a  a n d  r e l a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s
r e p o r t  i m p r o v e d  o u t l o o k s  o n  p r o g r e s s  m a d e  i n  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  f r o m  1 0  y e a r s
a g o ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t e  o f  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  i n  t e a ,  a n d  t h e  t r a j e c t o r y  f o r  t h e
n e x t  1 0  y e a r s .

https://firsdtea.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Firsd-Tea_Sustainability_Perspectives_Report_2023.09.25.pdf


ACTIVE SUSTAINABILITY
IN CHINA
A C T I V E  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S

F A I R  T R A D E  U S A  I N  C H I N A

Fair  Trade USA was founded in 1998 as a nonprofit
committed to sett ing standards and cert i f icat ion for the
promotion of sustainable l ivel ihoods and environmental
protect ion.  Fair  Trade USA has made str ides in:

1.  Reducing poverty

2.  Decreasing chi ld mortal i ty

3.  Improving dr inking water & sanitat ion

R A I N F O R E S T  A L L I A N C E  I N  C H I N A

The Rainforest  Al l iance is  a  non-governmental  organizat ion
founded in 1987 to conserve biodiversity and ensure
sustainable l ivel ihoods.  In conjunction with the Ethical  Tea
Partnership,  the Rainforest  Al l iance supports sustainabi l i ty
via:

1.  Increasing farm productivity and cl imate-smart farming

2.  Conserving biodiversity ,  wi ldl i fe protect ion,  GMO crop

prevention

3.  Water and soi l  conservat ion and management
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F A I R T R A D E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  I N  C H I N A

Fairtrade Internat ional  was founded in 1997 as a nonprofit   
associat ion of producer networks and nat ional  Fairtrade
organizat ions.  Fairtrade Internat ional  works in China:

1.  Distr ibuting organic fert i l izers to tea farmers

2.  Providing f inancial  ass istance to col lege students from

farmer households

3.  Support ing community infrastructure development



FIRSD TEA NORTH AMERICA

Firsd Tea and Transworld are proud to share in the sustainability work
in China of these organizations, and we endeavor to make the stories
of Chinese tea sustainability a part of our clients’ sustainability
message. For more information on how Firsd Tea’s sustainable teas can
be part of your story of sustainability, please contact:

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N

1  C O U N T Y  R O A D
U N I T  A 1 3

S E C A U C U S  N J  0 7 0 9 4
2 0 1 . 5 2 8 . 7 9 1 6

I N F O @ F I R S D T E A . C O M

F I R S D T E A . C O M


